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was probably a relief to find that the reviewers
"did not pretend to find anything blasphemous in
the story."

They say that the gentleman who has written the book is a
man of talents, but that he employs his powers in a way dis-
agreeable to them.

All this, however, tended to keep Mary's old
ardour alive. She never was more strongly
impelled to write than at this time; .she tell her
powers fresh and strong within her; all she
wanted was some motive, some suggestion to
guide her in the choice of a subject.- While; at
Leghorn Shelley had come upon a manuscript
account, which Mary transcribed, of that terrible
story of the Ccnci afterwards dramatised by him-
self. His first idea was that Mary should take
it for the subject of a play, lie was convinced
that she had dramatic talent as a writer, and that
he had none; two erroneous conclusions, as the
sequel showed. But such an assurance from such
a source could not but be Haltering to Mary's
ambition, and stimulating to her innate love of
literary work. During all the early part of their
time in Italy their thoughts were busy with
some subject for Mary's tragedy. One, proposed
and strongly urged by Shelley was Charles the
First. It was partially carried out by himself
before his death, and perhaps occurred to him
now in connection with a suggestion of Godwin's